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9 end of the stent wherein at least one of the rows is adapted to 

10 accommodate the non-uniform radial force of the portion of the lumen 

11 in contact with the adapted roWj_[.] 

12 wherein each flexible cell is formed of a first member , a 

13 second member, a third member and a fourth member, a first C- shaped 

14 loop dispose d between the first member and the third member, a 

15 second C- shaped loop disposed between the second member and the 

16 fourth member, a first flexi ble connector disposed between the first 

17 nigmhgT- anH hh Q third member, and a second flexible connector 

18 disposed bet ween the third member and the fourth member, and 

1 9 wherein the ce lls in the at least one of the rows whigfr 
2° is adapted to accommodate t he non-uniform radial force of the lumen 

21 is provided with first and th-i rd members that are shorter than the 

22 second and fourth members 

Please add new claims..^5l~-S77^ 

C n... - 

1 51. (new) An expandable stent according to claim 48, wherein the 

2 row at the distal end of the stent is adapted to accommodate the 

3 non-uniform radial force of the lumen. 

1 52. (new) An expandable stent according to claim 48 r wherein the 

2 row at the proximal end of the stent is adapted to accommodate the 

3 non-uniform radial force of the lumen. 

1 53. (new) An expandable stent according to claim 48, wherein both 

2 the row of cells at the proximal end of the stent and the row of 

3 cells at the distal end of the stent are adapted to accommodate the 

4 non-uniform radial force of the lumen. 

1 54. (new) An expandable stent having a non-uniform radial force, 

2 comprising: a plurality of interconnected flexible cells defining a 

3 stent having a proximal end and a distal end and a longitudinal 

4 axis, the cells arranged in a plurality of interconnected flexible 

5 rows disposed along the longitudinal axis of the stent with a distal 

6 row disposed at the distal end of the stent and a proximal row 
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7 disposed at the proximal end of the stent/ wherein at least one of 

8 the rows is adapted to provide a different radial force than the 

9 other flexible rows, 

10 wherein each flexible cell is formed of a first member, a 

11 second member, a third member and a fourth member, a first C- shaped 

12 loop disposed between the first member and the third member, a 

13 second C- shaped loop disposed between the second member and the 

14 fourth member, a first flexible connector disposed between the first 

15 member and the third member, and a second flexible connector 

16 disposed between the third member and the fourth member, and 

17 wherein the cells in the at least one of the rows which 

18 is adapted to provide a different radial force is provided with 

19 first and third members that are shorter than the second and fourth 

20 members . 

.1 55. (new) An expandable stent according to claim 54, wherein the 

2 row of flexible cells at the distal end of the stent is adapted to 

3 provide a different radial force, 

1 56. (new) An expandable stent according to claim 54, wherein the 

2 row of flexible cells at the proximal end of the stent is adapted to 

3 provide a different radial force, 

1 57. (new) An expandable stent according to claim 54, wherein both 

2 the row of cells at the proximal end of the stent and the row of 

3 cells at the distal end of the stent are adapted to provide a 

4 different radial force . 

REMARKS 

Claims 48 and 51-59 are pending. 

Applicant believes that this Application is now in 
condition for allowance and such action is respectfully requested. 
If for any reason the Examiner believes that contact with 
Applicant's attorney would advance the prosecution of this 
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